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IF ALL THE 
WORLD COULD 
FEEL THIS LOVE 

SATB chorus with Piano and Flute



Text 
Sleep now, my darling, 
heaven-sent, my delight.  
So sings a mother to her 
child deep in the night. 
Rosebudded lips and lily 
cheek my heart’s own king. 
Now in the frigid winter 
bleak you promise spring. 

Sleep now, my darling, 
I would give you paradise. 
For you my soul would make 
a boundless sacrifice 
Your lashes flutter, welcome  
sleep, as cheeks they brush. 
Nations should worship at 
your feet and angels hush. 

Sleep now, my darling, 
stars are singing lullabies. 
Gently the earthly bells  
are ringing their replies. 
You are my lark, my 
turtledove, my nightingale. 
If  all the world could feel this 
love, peace would prevail.  

– Chtíc, aby spal 
A. V. Michna z Otradovic (1600–1676) 

Poetic translation by Alicia Cozine 

Notes 

The text and tune of  this piece come from a Baroque Czech carol titled “Chtíc, aby spal,” 
which translates literally to, roughly, “Wanting Him to Sleep.” The original Czech text 
depicts Mary with the baby Jesus, softly lulling him to sleep in the night, while also 
reflecting her, and the world’s, worship of  the Christ child as the savior. This new 
translation, born of  the Unitarian Universalist tradition, takes a broader view and 
celebrates the divinity, wisdom, and miracle of  each child that is born, and the wonder of  
the love between that child and their parent. 

As needed, the flute part may be performed by a similar-ranged C instrument, such as a 
violin or an oboe.
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

   
love

   
love

   
love

   
love

 
 
 
 
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